
THE BOOK OF JOHN 
IN CRITICAL MOMENTS 
 
"I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill this passage of Scripture: 'He who 
shared my bread has lifted up his heel against me.'  "I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does 
happen you will believe that I am who I am. Very truly I tell you, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and 
whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me."   After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and 
testified, "Very truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me."   His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to 
know which of them he meant.  One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him.  Simon 
Peter motioned to this disciple and said, "Ask him which one he means."   Leaning back against Jesus, he asked 
him, "Lord, who is it?"   Jesus answered, "It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped 
it in the dish." Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot.  As soon as Judas 
took the bread, Satan entered into him. So Jesus told him, "What you are about to do, do quickly."  But no one at 
the meal understood why Jesus said this to him.  Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus 
was telling him to buy what was needed for the Festival, or to give something to the poor.  As soon as Judas had 
taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.    
JOHN 13:18-30 TNIV  
 

1. Confusion is common  
 

His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. JOHN 13:22 NIV 
 
They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, "Surely not I?"  MARK 14:19 TNIV  

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is 
poured out for you.  But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table.  The Son of Man 
will go as it has been decreed. But woe to that man who betrays him!"  They began to question among 
themselves which of them it might be who would do this.  A dispute also arose among them as to which of them 
was considered to be greatest.  LUKE 22:20-24 TNIV  

So Jesus told him, "What you are about to do, do quickly."  But no one at the meal understood why Jesus said 
this to him.  Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed 
for the Festival, or to give something to the poor.  JOHN 13:27-29 TNIV          
 

1. Evil is powerfully present 
 

As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. So Jesus told him, "What you are about to do, do 
quickly." JOHN 13:27 NIV 
 
"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you 
that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers." LUKE 22:31-32 ESV  
 

2. Character is formed  

But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected,  "Why wasn't this perfume sold 
and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages. [a]" He did not say this because he cared about 
the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.  
JOHN 12:4-6 TNIV  

3. Destiny is determined  

As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.   JOHN 13:30 NIV 
 



When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned 
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders.  "I have sinned," he said, "for I have betrayed 
innocent blood." "What is that to us?" they replied. "That's your responsibility."   So Judas threw the money into 
the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.    The chief priests picked up the coins and said, "It 
is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is blood money."  So they decided to use the money to buy 
the potter's field as a burial place for foreigners.  That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day.  
Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: "They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price set 
on him by the people of Israel,  and they used them to buy the potter's field, as the Lord commanded me." 
MATTHEW 27:3-10 TNIV  
 
But God in his richness and mercy has given me the power to choose 
 
See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction.  For I command you today to love the 
LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his commands… then you will live and increase, and 
the LORD your God will bless you…  But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn 
away to bow down to other gods and worship them,  I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. 
You will not live long… This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before 
you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you 
may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life! DEUTERONOMY 
30:15-20 TNIV  

  
 
 


