
WHAT DOES THE CROSS MEAN FOR OF MY LIFE? 
 
 
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18 TNIV  
 
 
   So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the 
Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). Here they crucified him, and with him two others—
one on each side and Jesus in the middle. Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the 
cross. It read:  JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Many of the Jews read this 
sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in 
Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, "Do not write 'The 
King of the Jews,' but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews." Pilate answered, "What I 
have written, I have written." When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing 
them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was 
seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.  "Let's not tear it," they said to one another. 
"Let's decide by lot who will get it." This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which 
said,  
  "They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.”  So this is what the 
soldiers did.  Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he 
loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," and to the 
disciple, "Here is your mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. JOHN 
19:17-27 NIV  
 
 
THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS SHOULD  
 
1. Convict me of my Sin  

We know that the persons we used to be were nailed to the cross with Jesus. This was done, so 
that our sinful bodies would no longer be the slaves of sin. ROMANS 6:6 CEV  

I often warned you that many people are living as enemies of the cross of Christ. And now with 
tears in my eyes, I warn you again that they are headed for hell! They worship their stomachs and 
brag about the disgusting things they do. All they can think about are the things of this world. 
PHILLIPPIANS 3:18-19 CEV 

 

2. Direct my expectations of what life should be  
 
They want an easy way to look good before others, lacking the courage to live by a faith that 
shares Christ's suffering and death. GALATIANS 6:12 THE MESSAGE  
 

God grant me the serenity  
to accept the things I cannot change;  
courage to change the things I can; 
and wisdom to know the difference.  



Living one day at a time;  
Enjoying one moment at a time;  
Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  
Taking, as He did, this sinful world 
as it is, not as I would have it;  
Trusting that He will make all things right 
if I surrender to His Will; 
That I may be reasonably happy in this life  
and supremely happy with Him 
Forever in the next. 
Amen.  

--Reinhold Niebuhr 

  

• We should not run to or from suffering  
 

• Africa  
 
3. Unify me with his Church 
 
I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one 
another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in 
mind and thought…Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Were you baptized into the 
name of Paul? For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel—not with words 
of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.  1 CORINTHIANS 10-17 NIV  
 
4. Inspire me to live right 
 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in 
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. GALATIANS 
2:20 TNIV  
 
5. Empower me to tell others the Good news  
 
We preach Christ (the Messiah) crucified, [preaching which] to the Jews is a scandal and an 
offensive stumbling block [that springs a snare or trap], and to the Gentiles it is absurd and utterly 
unphilosophical nonsense. 1 CORINTHIANS 1:23 AMPLIFIED  

 

 
 


