24/7 THE BEGINNING

1. The land is spiritual

And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear." And it was so. God called the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And God saw that it was good. Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so. The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.  GENESIS 1:9-13 NIV

2. The land has a purpose
 
Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil… The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 

GENESIS 2:7-15 TNIV
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Meaning to cultivate, serve, work, worship
Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. ROMANS 12:1 NASB 
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Meaning to care for, keep, guard, revere, obey
“Man was put into the Garden to worship God and obey him; he was a priest, not merely a worker and keeper of the Garden.” J.H. Sailhammer

3. The land was created to give a place for…

· Worship 

10 Commandments


  No other gods


Only worship Me


My name is to be feared 

· Obedience 
And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will certainly die."  
GENESIS 2:16-17 TNIV 

See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. For I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 
DEUTERONOMY 30:15-16 TNIV 

· Relationship  

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" GENESIS 3:8-9 TNIV 
4. People today still need a place to… 

Peter and John went to the Temple one afternoon to take part in the three o’clock prayer service. ACTS 3:1 NLT 

You can quickly discover that I arrived in Jerusalem no more than twelve days ago to worship at the Temple. (The Apostle Paul) ACTS 24:11 NLT

· Learn God’s teaching 
· Worship Him with others
· Build a relationship with Him
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