24/7 THE BEGINNING
DISPUTE OVER JESUS’ TESTIMONY

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life." The Pharisees challenged him, "Here you are, appearing as your own witness;
your testimony is not valid." Jesus answered, "Even if | testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for | know
where | came from and where | am going. But you have no idea where | come from or where | am going. You judge by
human standards; | pass judgment on no one. But if | do judge, my decisions are true, because | am not alone. | stand
with the Father, who sent me. In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. | am one who
testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me." Then they asked him, "Where is your father?" "You
do not know me or my Father," Jesus replied. "If you knew me, you would know my Father also." He spoke these
words while teaching in the temple courts near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him,
because his hour had not yet come. Once more Jesus said to them, "I am going away, and you will look for me, and
you will die in your sin. Where | go, you cannot come." This made the Jews ask, "Will he kill himself? Is that why he
says, 'Where | go, you cannot come'?" But he continued, "You are from below; | am from above. You are of this
world; | am not of this world. | told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that | am he, you will
indeed die in your sins." "Who are you?" they asked. "Just what | have been telling you from the beginning," Jesus
replied. "I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who sent me is trustworthy, and what | have heard from him |
tell the world." They did not understand that he was telling them about his Father. So Jesus said, "When you have
lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that | am he and that | do nothing on my own but speak just what the
Father has taught me. The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for | always do what pleases him."
Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him. JOHN 8:12-30 TNIV

1. Jesusis everything humanity needs

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world...” JOHN 8:12 TNIV

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. God sent a man, John the Baptist, to tell
about the light so that everyone might believe because of his testimony. John himself was not the light; he was simply
a witness to tell about the light. The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.
JOHN 1:5-9 NLT

And the judgment is based on this fact: God'’s light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the
light, for their actions were evil. JOHN 3:19 NLT

2. Jesus will teach me how to have the best life possible

Jesus spoke again to the people...” Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."
JOHN 8:12 NIV

Jesus offers a life...
* Free from where you currently are

| came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of.
JOHN 10:10 THE MESSAGE

* Free from worry
The LORD is my light and my salvation—so why should | be afraid? PSALM 27:1 NLT
* Free from excessive burdens and stress

Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you'll recover your life. I'll show
you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how | do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace.
I won't lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you'll learn to live freely and lightly.
MATTHEW 11:28-30 THE MESSAGE



* Free from Spiritual Darkness

... Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness... JOHN 8:12 NIV

But you are God's chosen and special people. You are a group of royal priests and a holy nation. God has brought
you out of darkness into his marvelous light... 1 PETER 2:9 CEV

You used to be like people living in the dark, but now you are people of the light because you belong to the Lord. So
act like people of the light. EPHESIANS 5:8 CEV

For you are the fountain of life, the light by which we see. PSALM 36:9 NLT

3. Jesus will reveal everything I need to know about God

The Pharisees challenged him, "Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid." Jesus
answered, "Even if | testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for | know where | came from and where | am
going. But you have no idea where | come from or where | am going. You judge by human standards; | pass judgment
on no one. But if | do judge, my decisions are true, because | am not alone. | stand with the Father, who sent me. In
your own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. | am one who testifies for myself; my other
witness is the Father, who sent me." Then they asked him, "Where is your father?" "You do not know me or my
Father," Jesus replied. "If you knew me, you would know my Father also." He spoke these words while teaching in the
temple courts near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his hour had not yet
come. JOHN 8:13-20 TNIV

4. People miss Jesus because of their own self righteousness

He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one
seized him, because his hour had not yet come. Once more Jesus said to them, "I am going away, and you will look
for me, and you will die in your sin. Where | go, you cannot come." This made the Jews ask, "Will he kill himself? Is
that why he says, 'Where | go, you cannot come'?" JOHN 8:20-22 TNIV

5. People who reject Jesus are rejecting eternal life

Once more Jesus said to them, "I am going away, and you will look for me, and you will die in your sin. Where | go,
you cannot come." This made the Jews ask, "Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, 'Where | go, you cannot
come'?" But he continued, "You are from below; | am from above. You are of this world; | am not of this world. | told
you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that | am he, you will indeed die in your sins." "Who are
you?" they asked. "Just what | have been telling you from the beginning," Jesus replied. "I have much to say in
judgment of you. But he who sent me is trustworthy, and what | have heard from him I tell the world." They did not
understand that he was telling them about his Father. So Jesus said, "When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then
you will know that | am he and that | do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. The one
who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for | always do what pleases him." Even as he spoke, many put their
faith in him. JOHN 8:21-30 TNIV



