THE BOOK OF JOHN

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his
head. They clothed him in a purple robe and went up to him again and again, saying, "Hail, king of the Jews!"
And they slapped him in the face. Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews, "Look, | am bringing him out
to you to let you know that | find no basis for a charge against him." When Jesus came out wearing the crown of
thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!" As soon as the chief priests and their officials
saw him, they shouted, "Crucify! Crucify!" But Pilate answered, "You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find
no basis for a charge against him." The Jews insisted, "We have a law, and according to that law he must die,
because he claimed to be the Son of God." When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back
inside the palace. "Where do you come from?" he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. "Do you refuse
to speak to me?" Pilate said. "Don't you realize | have power either to free you or to crucify you?" Jesus
answered, "You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who
handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin." From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept
shouting, "If you let this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar."
When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge's seat at a place known as the Stone
Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). It was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon.
"Here is your king," Pilate said to the Jews. But they shouted, "Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!"
"Shall I crucify your king?" Pilate asked. "We have no king but Caesar," the chief priests answered. JOHN
19:1-15 TNIV

1. God has all the power

No one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down and authority to take it
up again. This command | received from my Father. JOHN 10:18 TNIV

For you have given him authority over everyone. He gives eternal life to each one you have given him. JOHN 17:2
NLT

2. God has loaned power to us from above

Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason
he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin." JOHN 19:11 NASB

Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever
and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives for ever
and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory
and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.”
REVELATION 4:9-11 TNIV

3. God has uniquely empowered all of us-

Spiritual Gifts
¢ 1 Corinthians 12
e« Romans 12
e Ephesians Y
e 1 Peter i

But that is the time to be careful! Beware that in your plenty you do not forget the Lord your God and disobey his
commands, regulations, and decrees that | am giving you today. For when you have become full and prosperous and
have built fine homes to live in, and when your flocks and herds have become very large and your silver and gold have
multiplied along with everything else, be carefull Do not become proud at that time and forget the Lord your God, who
rescued you from slavery in the land of Egypt. Do not forget that he led you through the great and terrifying wilderness
with its poisonous snakes and scorpions, where it was so hot and dry. He gave you water from the rock! He fed you
with manna in the wilderness, a food unknown to your ancestors. He did this to humble you and test you for your own
good. He did all this so you would never say to yourself, “I have achieved this wealth with my own strength and



energy.” Remember the Lord your God. He is the one who gives you power to be successful, in order to fulfill the
covenant he confirmed to your ancestors with an oath. DEUTERONOMY 8:11- 18 NLT

Resources = Responsibility

e Time

¢« Talent

¢ Treasure
4. God will hold all of us accountable for how we use our power.
1 PETER 4:5

MATTHEW 25:14-30
LUKE 19:12-28



